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NRO Appeal Authority 
14675 Lee Road 
Chantilly, Va. 20151-1715 
By fax: (703)808-5082 

RE" Freedom of Information Act Appes 
Case Number F05-0030 



Dear Sir/Madam: 

This letter is to appeal the initial NRO denial dated 29 March 2005 of 
mv FOIA Request (Ref. No. F05-0030) dated 22 March 2005 for a copy of 
the unclassified portions of the FY 2006 Congressional Budget Justification 
Book (CBJB) for the National Reconnaissance Office. 

The NRO denied the request in its entirety on the grounds that any 
responsive records are part of the NRO's operational files, and therefore 
exempted from search and review under the FOIA. 

But an NRO denial of a nearly identical request was reversed last year 
on appeal. See my NRO FOIA Case No. F98-0008, which led to release of 
unclassified portions of the FY 1998 NRO CBJB. 

As in that case, the basis for this appeal is that the NRO has 
misconstrued and misapplied the operational file exemption to the FOIA. 

The relevant portion of the Intelligence Authorization Act of 2003, 
Section 502, which is cited in the denial letter as authority for NRO's refusal 
to search for the requested records states: 

the term 'operational files' means files of the National 
Reconnaissance Office (hereafter in this section referred to as 
•NRO') that document the means by which foreign intelligence or 
counterintelligence is collected through scientific and technical 
system. 
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The use of the operational files exemption to deny my request for unclassified 
portions of the CBJB, without search and review, is inappropriate. 

The requested records are budget and policy records that do not document the 
"means of collecting foreign intelligence or counterintelligence through scientific and 
technical systems." 

The NRO is permitted to employ the operational files exemption solely for 
materials that meet the statutory definition of an "operational file." 

I therefore request that the denial of my FOIA request be reversed, as my similar 
request was last year, and that the requested unclassified portions of the FY 2006 NRO 
CBJB be released to me. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Steven Aftergood 
Senior Research Analyst 

Federation of American Scientists 
1717 K Street NW, Suite 209 
Washington, DC 20036 




